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FAIRBANKS, ALASKA 99709-5316
TELEPHONE: (907) 451-5292

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES TDD: (907) 451-2363
FAX:(907) 451-5103
NORTHERN REGION, PRECONSTRUCTION EMAIL: bruce campbell@dot.state.ak.us
July 6, 2005

Re: Illinois Street Reconstruction
Project STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
Finding of No Significant Impact

Edrie Vinson

Environmental Project Manager
Federal Highway Administration
P. O. Box 21648

Juneau, AK 99802-1648

Dear Ms. Vinson:

Enclosed for your review and signature is the Illinois Street Reconstruction F inding of No
Significant Impact (FONSI) document. If you have any questions, please contact Janet Brown,
P.E., Engineering Manager, at (907) 451-2283.

Sincezely, ——

David T. Bloom, P.E.
Preconstruction Engineer

BC/dt

Enclosure

cc: Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager, DOT&PF, Northern Region
Bruce Campbell, Environmental Analyst, DOT& PF, Northern Region

"Providing for the movement of people and goods, and the delivery of State services.”
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U.S DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION
FEDERAL HIGHWAY ADMINISTRATION

FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT

ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
Project Number STP-F-M-0663(4)

Selected Alternative:

The Alaska Division Office of the Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) has selected the
Build Alternative to reconstruct Illinois and Barnette Streets in Downtown Fairbanks.

Barnette Street will remain a oné-way, two lane southbound street with a new bridge crossing the
Chena River extending Barnette Street to Doyon/Terminal Street. Barnette Street will have a 10
foot parking lane with pedestrian bulb-outs at the intersections along the west side from 7th to 1%
Avenue (Figure A). Between Barnette and Cushman Streets, 1* Avenue will become a two way
street with eight-foot wide sidewalks. Barnette and Cushman Street intersections with 1* Avenue
will become signalized with pedestrian push buttons.

The existing Cushman Street Bridge will be replaced with a new structure that meets current
seismic standards and has an inviting 20-foot wide pedestrian path on the east side and a six-foot
sidewalk on the west side. Illinois Street will be two lanes, one-way northbound from 1** Avenue
to Doyon/Terminal Street. Sidewalks will narrow on the east side of Illinois to 17 feet wide
between the north end of the new bridge and Doyon/Terminal Street.

Two bridge options are under consideration for both of the new Cushman and Barnette Street
Bridges. The two-span continuous steel girder “haunch” style and a two-span decked bulb-tee
girder style. Both can accommodate a pedestrian path on the north bank under the bridges that
will connect to the existing Chena Riverfront Path.

The Chena Riverfront Path will extend under both the new Cushman and Barnette Street Bridges
and connect to Barnette Street near the existing Samson’s Hardware location. This path design
will require the full acquisition of the Jackovich Apartment property and the removal of the
existing warehouse behind Samson’s Hardware (See Errata Figures F15 and F23).

A triangular open space will be created between the new Barnette Street Bridge and the replaced
Cushman Street Bridge. The triangular space will be accessible from the Chena Riverfront Path
and via sidewalks between both streets from the Doyon/Terminal Street intersection. The Alaska
Department of Transportation and Public Facilities (DOT&PF) will provide topsoil, seeding, and
water and power service connections to this space. DOT&PF will retain ownership of this land
and local community groups will be encouraged to landscape and maintain the triangular space in
a manner that enhances the core downtown area of Fairbanks.

Between Doyon/Terminal and Minnie Street a raised median will be installed with dedicated left
turn lanes at all road intersections except Slater Street. Slater Street will be limited to right-turn-
only entrance and exit maneuvers at the intersection with Illinois Street. Minnie Street will be
widened to provide westbound dual left turns onto Illinois Street.

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project 1
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From Doyon/Terminal Street north to College Road, a six-foot wide sidewalk with curb and
gutter will be constructed along the west side of Tllinois Street. A 10-foot pedestrian path with
curb and gutter will be installed on the east side, except for a short stretch between Minnie Street
and the Monroe Catholic School where the pedestrian path will be eight feet wide.

Between Minnie Street and College Road the one lane southbound, one lane northbound and two
way left turn lane will remain. A new bridge will replace the existing Noyes Slough Bridge. At
College Road, an additional northbound left turn lane will be constructed.

Throughout the corridor a new storm drainage system with mechanical separators for pollutants
will be installed.

The proposed action will:

Provide a more aesthetically pleasing corridor

Create efficient traffic flow for vehicles

Improve pedestrian facilities and safety along Bamnette and Illinois Streets

Upgrade streetlights '

Improve drainage

Provide sufficient capacity to safely handle the traffic demands for both motorized and
non-motorized users through the design year of this project (2035)

= Upgrade utilities

Figure B shows the construction phasing for this project.
Alternatives Considered:

A No Build Alternative was evaluated to determine the impacts if no action were taken. The No
Build Alternative would not improve safety, existing deficiencies, or access, nor would the No
Build Alternative respond to the public support for this project.

Executive Orders:

This project is in compliance with Air Quality Conformity requirements and the following
Executive Orders:

Notice of Wetland Involvement, Executive Order 11990

Environmental Justice, Executive Order 12898

Protection and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment, Executive Order 11593
Floodplain Management, Executive Order 11988

Measures to Minimize Harm:

Floodplain: The Selected Alternative involves work in the historical Chena River floodplain and
the regulatory floodway. The Selected Alternative will have no effect on the regulatory
floodway.

Water Quality, Habitat, and Navigation: Timing windows will limit in-stream construction
activity impacts.

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project 2
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The Selected Alternative will require the following permits:

. U.S. Army Corps of Engineers (USACE) permit for excavating or placing fill in the
waters of the United States under Section 404 of the Clean Water Act, and for dredging,
placing structures, or other work in or affecting navigable waters under Section 10 of the
Rivers and Harbors Act

«  Section 9 Permit for Bridges Over Navigable Waters, U.S. Coast Guard (USCG), for
construction of bridges over navigable waters

» FNSB Floodplain Permit

« Title 41 Fish Habitat Permit, AK Department of Natural Resources (DNR), for
construction in specified anadromous streams ,

. National Pollution Discharge Elimination System Permit (NPDES), U.S. Environmental

_ Protection Agency (EPA), for point-source discharge of wastewater or storm water into
the waters of the United States

. 401 Certificate of Reasonable Assurance, DNR, for activities requiring a permit under the
Clean Water Act

Construction Environmental Commitments:

Historic Preservation: »
« The Contractor is required to immediately stop construction in the area if the Contractor

discovers any cultural, historic, or archeological properties during construction.
«  Signs will be installed indicating and interpreting the Illinois Street Historic District.

Hazardous Waste:
. If hazardous waste is encountered during construction, the Contractor will immediately

contact the DOT&PF Project Engineer for mitigation and notification procedures.

Water Quality, Habitat, and Navigation:

«  Best Management Practices (BMP’s) will be used during construction to prevent
sediment runoff into the Chena River and Noyes Slough.

. In accordance with NPDES and the City of Fairbanks Draft MS4 permit, the Contractor
will prepare a Storm Water Pollution Prevention Plan (SWPPP) specific to the project
area and subject to approval by DOT&PF. The Department will prepare an Erosion and
Sediment Control Plan (ESCP) for the Contractor to use while preparing the SWPPP.

« The Contractor will not place fill or dredge material, nor operate equipment, within or on
the banks of a stream except as outlined in the Title 41 Fish Habitat Permit issued for this
project. :

«  The Title 41 Habitat permit will establish a set of performance standards to ensure the
project has minimal impact on the resource

. DOT&PF will coordinate with the National Marine Fisheries Service (NMF S).

Air Quality:
- BMP’s, generally watering, will be used during construction to control dust.

Construction:
«  The Contractor will not use land from any park, recreation area, or historical site inside or

outside the project limits for excess fill disposal, staging activities, equipment or material
storage, or for any other purposes unless permitted.

. The Contractor will not excavate or use any fill material at any site known or suspected
of containing hazardous materials or fuels without an approved permit.

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
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«  Upon completion of construction work, the Contractor will clean up all trash, rubbish,
excess materials and equipment on the project site.

« DOT&PF will prepare an engineer’s report of the Immaculate Conception Church prior
to construction.

. DOT&PF will monitor vibrations at Immaculate Conception Church during construction.
Lexan, a material like Plexiglas will be offered for placement over the windows of the
church for protection during construction.

Public Hearing Summary:

DOT&PF issued the following public notices for the EA public hearing and issued the EA
document in the following manner:

. Display advertisements in the Fairbanks Daily News Miner published on May 25 and 29,
June 5, 12, and 14, 2005, announcing the hearing and availability of the EA (See
Appendix 1) .

. Sent copies of the EA to resource agencies with a request for comments :

. Sent EA copies to cooperating entities including the Fairbanks North Star Borough
(FNSB) and the City of Fairbanks

« EA available online at:
http://www.dot.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/project _pagesl/illinois_street/

. EA copies were available at the public hearing and provided on request

DOT&PF held the public hearing on June 14, 2005 in the Fairbanks City Hall-Council Chamber.
Certification of this public hearing may be found in Appendix 1. Project team members present
at the meeting included DOT&PF Design, Environmental, Right of Way, and USKH, Inc.
engineering and environmental consultants. Project team members explained displays and
handouts in a walk-through, open house format and took notes of general comments. A recorder
was available for attendees wishing to make a recorded statement. DOT&PF collected 73
signatures from attendees and nine completed written comment sheets at the public hearing.
DOT&PF received six emails and two letters from contributing entities, and five people faxed
comments to DOT&PF after the public meeting (See Appendix 1).

Comments and DOT&PF responses, categorized by comment type, include:

Project Support
. The majority of comments received expressed support of the project. All but four of the
written comments supported the project.
o Response: Thank you for your support.

Document Corrections

« There is no snow storage site that drains into Noyes Slough.
o Response: See Errata document for correction.

«  The Stormceptor is not a filter, but an oil/grit separator.
o Response: See Errata.

. Add a conservation measure for timing windows for in-stream work (active bridge work

when water levels are low).

o Response: See Errata.

.  ADOT&PF will coordinate with NMFS, which is a part of NOAA.
o Response: See Errata.

«  The traffic lanes on Figure 5 are not shown correctly.

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
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o Response: So noted. Existing traffic lanes create difficult traffic patterns as

conveyed in Figure 5. This project will alleviate these difficult traffic patterns.
Nothing is mentioned about current and design speed limits.

o Response: See Errata.

Figure 12 shows ROW acquisition extending to 8" Avenue on Barnette Street. Project
scope is to 7% Avenue. Explain requirement to acquire onto 8™ Avenue.

o Response: ROW acquisitions on the west side of Barnette Street, south of 7*
Avenue are required to relocate the ROW beyond existing improvements. No
construction will occur at this location.

Call FMATS “The official transportation planning body for the Fairbanks Metropolitan
Area.” FMATS does not have borough-wide transportation planning authority.
o Response: See Errata.

~ Remove the one-way arrow on 1% Avenue in Figure 7, as text on Page 1 indicates 1%

Avenue will become two-way between Barnette and Cushman Streets.
o Response: The text correctly reflects that I* Avenue will become a two-way
street between Barnette Street and Cushman Street. Figure 7 depicts current and
future traffic counts, not current and future design.

Historic Resources

One comment asked that DOT&PF provide mitigation money for the demolition of
Samson’s Hardware and the Big I bar.

o Response: An historical resource survey was performed for this project in
accordance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act. The
historic survey found Samson’s Hardware is not eligible for listing on the
National Register of Historic Places; therefore, no formal mitigation is required.
This project provides a beneficial impact to the project area, and the owner of
Samson’s Hardware has commented in favor of the project. The Big I bar will
not be demolished as part of this project.

One comment suggested turning Kelly’s Tire into a DOT&PF museum for older

equipment.
0 Response: DOT&PF expects to acquire only land, not the structure, at the Kelly
Tire property.
Bridges

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
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As stated in the EA, Title 41 Fish Habitat Permits from the Department of Natural
Resources Office of Habitat Management and Permitting (OHMP) will be required for
the instream work related to bridge construction/replacement. Construction work plans
for each bridge will be important issues once the project is bid. -

o Response: DOT&PF will coordinate with OHMP for Title 41 Fish Habitat
Permits before project construction.

Explain why the Cushman Street Bridge and Noyes Slough Bridge need to be replaced
and a new bridge needs to be built at Barnette Street.

o Response: The Cushman Street Bridge is about 43 years old and designed with a
50-year design life. Rehabilitation would improve only structural capacity, but it
will not provide the same remaining life as the proposed replacement
alternatives. The life cycle cost for replacement of the Cushman Street Bridge
would be about $2,000,000. A larger horizontal curve is needed at the Noyes
Slough Bridge to improve capacity and accommodate pedestrian facilities. A
new bridge is necessary to meet the larger horizontal curve. A new bridge at
Barnette Street would improve safety.




Construction Phasing

Design

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project

Suggestion to construct Barnette Bridge before the Illinois Street Bridge because it will
reduce vehicle emissions in an area where people live, work and visit.
o Response: Construction of this project is expected to take place in four phases.
Phase I includes construction of the new Barnette Street Bridge. The new
Cushman Street Bridge will be constructed during Phase 4.

Include in the project design a reconstruction of the intersection of Driveway Road and
Phillips Field Road. '

o Response: The Driveway Road/Phillips Field Road is not within the scope of this
project. This intersection will be addressed in the upcoming Phillips Field Road
project.

The number of lanes on the north end of the project seems minimal even with current
traffic.

o Response: The traffic study performed for this project does not indicate the need
to increase the number of through traffic lanes north of Minnie Street.

The dual left turn onto College Road will worsen the traffic backup due to train operation
across College Road.

o Response: The traffic study prepared for this project found that dual left-turn
lanes northbound on Illinois Street at College Road will reduce delay.

Do the projected traffic counts between Cushman and Barnette on 1* assume two-way
traffic?

o Response: Yes. Traffic counts assume two-way traffic.

There is no mention of sidewalk cross slope or accessible viewing areas.

o Response: All pedestrian pathways will meet ADA design criteria. DOT&PF
will address specific pedestrian facility concerns during the design phase of this
project. _

There is no mention of running slopes and cross slopes as the bridges transition to
sidewalks or shared use paths.

o Response: All pedestrian pathways will meet ADA design criteria. DOT&PF
will address specific pedestrian facility concerns during the design phase of this
project.

There is no mention of how to ensure that trees, benches, or shrubs will not protrude into
the corridor of accessible travel for blind or mobility challenged pedestrians.

o Response: All pedestrian pathways will meet ADA design criteria. DOT&PF
will address specific pedestrian facility concerns during the design phase of this
project.

Develop a comprehensive surface or storm drainage plan for the general area, including
the west end of Phillips Field Road. '

o Response: DOT&PF has addressed storm drainage issues with the inclusion of
mechanical separators at three potential locations in the project area. This
project will improve drainage. The west end of Phillips Field Road is outside the
project area. Drainage problems on the west end of Phillips Field Road will be
addressed in an upcoming project for Phillips Field Road.

Consider erecting at least a two-lane bridge linking Church Street with Noble Street.

o Response: This consideration is not in the scope of this project.

The proposed Noyes Slough Bridge and Illinois Street/College Road intersection are not
satisfactory. '

o Response: Dual left turn lanes at the Illinois Street/College Road intersection
will reduce delay and improve congestion.

Project No. STP-F-M-0663(4)




« There is no reference to Origin/Destination studies in the EA.

" o Response: The Alternatives Capacity Analysis (November 2004) incorporated
Origin/Destination studies.

«  One comment expressed concern about uninterrupted water utility service to Immaculate
Conception Church and construction equipment staging in the parking lot adjacent to the
church.

o Response: Utility service will be provided to Immaculate Conception Church
throughout construction. If water utility interruptions occur, alternate water
service to state specifications for emergency fire protection systems will be in
place for the church prior to water service interruptions. Construction staging
and equipment parking will not occur in the parking lot adjacent to Immaculate
Conception Church.

«  The Noyes Slough Bridge appears to be a good candidate for bioengineered bank
stabilization methods.

o Response: DOT&PF will consider bioengineered bank stabilization methods
during the next phase of this project to help minimize the impacts of this project
on Noyes Slough.

«  Connect the existing storm drain manhole located adjacent to the Immaculate Conception
Church into the proposed storm system serving Illinois Street.

o DOT&PF will tie the existing storm drain manhole from the Immaculate
Conception Church into the storm drain system serving the Illinois Street

corridor.
Business Impacts
. One comment expressed concern about adequate egress and entrance and parking for the

Big L.
o Response: Current preliminary design provides one access point to the Big I
from Terminal Street. An additional access point from North Turner Street may
be provided during the design phase of this project. This will be determined
during Right of Way negotiations.
«  One comment expressed concern that the road runs so close to the Big I that it may be
dangerous or at a minimum an annoyance.
o Response: Preliminary engineering provides about 23 feet between the Big I and
Terminal Street at its closest point. The Big I will be about 42 feet from Terminal
Street at its furthest point. This space adequately meets design guidelines for this
situation. :
» One comment suggested taking the Big L.
o Response: Preliminary engineering determines the Big I will not need to be
acquired.
« Do not close OK Lumber access at Minnie Street.
o Response: Traffic counts for this location do not warrant access to Qllinois Street
at the Minnie Street intersection. DOT&PF will provide alternate access to OK
Lumber from Illinois Street about 55 feet to the south of Minnie Street.
«  Further delays in the project will impede continued economic expansion in downtown
Fairbanks.
o Response: DOT&PF is preparing a tentative schedule for project development.
DOT&PF is also concerned with economic development as reflected in the EA.
«  Consider selling the land between the two Chena River bridges to private industry.
o Response: The triangular open space will provide a welcome addition to the
heart of Fairbanks. DOT&PF will retain this area to ensure maintenance and
access to the bridges.

Ilinois Street Reconstruction Project 7
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«  What access will be provided to local businesses during construction?
o Response: Local businesses will be provided access during construction. Access
points will be determined during the detailed design phase of this project.

Housing Impacts
. Resources in addition to realtor and property availability should be addressed in regards
to relocation of fixed income residents.
o Response: The Department can assure that each relocatee will be offered
decent, safe and sanitary housing within their financial means, or attainable with
Last Resort Housing. Last Resort Housing will be implemented to offset the costs
of fixed income relocatees.

Conclusion:

The FHWA has determined the Build Alternative selected in this decision will have no significant
impact on the human and natural environment. This FONSI is based on the attached EA, which
FHWA independently evaluated and determined adequately and accurately discusses the need,
environmental issues, and impacts of this proposed project and appropriate mitigation measures.
The EA provides sufficient evidence and analysis for determining that an EIS is not required.

The FHWA takes full responsibility for the accuracy, scope, and content of the attached EA.

e Yiroor D}f‘a& b, 2005

Edrie Vinson, Environmental Project Manager
Federal Highway Administration

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project 8
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ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT
BARNETTE STREET PEDESTRIAN IMPROVEMENTS

FIGURE A




FIGURE B
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ERRATA, CHANGES and ADDITIONS
From Draft Environmental Assessment

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
Environmental Assessment

DOT&PF Project No. STP-F-M-0663(4)

Page 1, Section 1, second paragraph, third sentence:

INSERT: Improvements to 1% Avenue west of Barnette Street would extend about 120 ’
feet west of the 1% Avenue/Barnette Street intersection, which is a reduction of about 80
feet from previous design (See Errata Figure F16).

Page 1, Section 1, fourth paragraph:

INSERT NEW PARAGRAPH: The Chena Riverfront Path will extend under both the new

Cushman and Barnette Street Bridges and connect to Barnette Street near the existing Samson’s
Hardware location. This path design will require the full acquisition of the Jackovich Apartment
property and the removal of the existing warehouse behind Samson’s Hardware (See Errata

Figures F15 and F23).

Page 7, Section 2.2, last paragraph, next to last sentence:

INSERT: Griffin Park is a community open space (Figure 13).

Page 7, Section 2.2, last paragraph, last sentence:
DELETE: [(Figure 13)]

INSERT: Golden Heart Plaza, located west of the courthouse, is a focal point of
[ downtown.

Page 9, Section 2.2.1, last paragraph

INSERT NEW PARAGRAPH: Current posted and proposed design speed limits are as
follows: '

No Build Alternative (Posted Speed Build Alternative (Design Speed)
Limit)

Bamette Street: 30 mph Barnette Street: 35 mph
Cushman Street: 30 mph Cushman Street: 35 mph

Illinois Street south Illinois Street south

of Phillips Field Road: 35 mph of Minnie Street: 35 mph

Illinois Street north Illinois Street north

of Phillips Field Road: 40 mph of Minnie Street: 40 mph

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
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Page 34, Section 4.1.3, first paragraph:

'INSERT NEW PARAGRAPH: Following the publication of the EA, design modifications to
the Chena River bike path require the full acquisition of the Jackovich Apartment property and
removal of the warehouse behind Samson’s Hardware (See Errata Figures F2, F15, and F23). -
The DOT&PF acquisition and relocation program will be conducted in accordance with the

Uniform Relocation Assistance and Real Property Acquisition Policies Act of 1970, and as
amended.

Page 47, Section 4.4.1, first paragraph, first sentence:
DELETE: [is the official governing transportation board for the FNSB]

INSERT: is the official transportation planning body for the Fairbanks Metropolitan
Area.

Page 69, Section 4.10. 1, top:

DELETE: [National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) and]

Page 72, Section 4.12.1, last paragraph, fifth sentence:
DELETE: [Snow dumps from the removal of snow]

INSERT: Snow

Page 73, Section 4.12.3, first paragraph, last sentence:
DELETE: [filtration]

INSERT: oil and grit separation :

Page 79, Section 5.2, Water Quality, Habitat, and Navigation:

INSERT: _
e Timing windows will be followed according to Office of Habitat

Management and Permitting requests, limiting in-stream work to low

water level time periods. '

Appendix E, Essential Fish Habitat Assessment, Page 2, first sentence:

INSERT: The proposed action would have minimal impact on EFH during construction
of the Barnette, Cushman, and Noyes Slough Bridges.

Illinois Street Reconstruction Project
Project No. STP-F-M-0663(4)
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- COMMENT SHEET

Illinois Street Reconstruction
OPEN HOUSE MEETING
Fairbanks City Council Chambers
ey June 14, 2005
' - We welcome any written input and ideas from the public. Thank you

for taking the time to be involved.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engmeering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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For further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engineering Manager at (907)
451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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451-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363.
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._ Projeots disk; Illinois Street

My primary conmnents are that the project should be rescheduled (1) to.avoid a digastrous
impact on the beart of the City while the Cushman Strect bridge and road system
immediately north of it are wider constryction; (2) allow time to re-examine the northerly
end of the project (eszentially north of the Moproe School and expecially including the
College Road/Bentley Drive/Illinois Street/ and Jobansen overpass and ramps) aud
construct it under a geparate project; and (3) the scutherly end (Bamette Street to Airport
Way) be revised to include traffic signals, and possibly sonte upgrading of wdjacent
stroets. Also, (4) a comprehensive swrfave or storm drainage plan be developed for the
general ares, including the westerly end of Phillips Field Roaxl. : '

Individual concerns are as follow.

The Barnelte/Cushman ared surrounding 2nd Avenue is critical kelative to air pollution. It
in likely that there will be'increased air pollution due to inorensed iraffic between the
bridge(s), Barnette/Cushman/ and 4th/5th Avenues, The "Pr4eforred Altermative” indicates
no traffic signals are planned for Bamette/ — yet it clearly identifies the 'dolayx’
encountered by traffic at the 2nd, 3rd,and 4th Street interseotions. (NOTE: Iam unaware
as to what changes may be included in the currently scheduled — ? - Second Avenie
reconstruction project. However, if there are any which wokld affect this Barnette
Street project, they should have been described in this document/Figures.)

. There are incressed hazards, traflic delays, and pedestrian in¢onvenientcies aromd 2nd &
Bamette. Second should be reconetructed between Barnette and Cowlex - to provide
better defination of traffic lanes from Wickersham to Barnette, Thet area should inolude
improved sidewalks, curbs & gutters to eliminite hazards to pedestrians (broken, uneven
puvement; bird baths where vehicles splash pedistrians) and & signal installed for traffio
crossing Bamette - including pedertrians, (The existing two eastbound fraffic lanes on
Second shonld expedite traffic, but vehicles stopped in the northern lane block the view for
drivers in the southern lane ~~ contributing to delayed/hexitating movements, even for those
turning southbound on Barnetts,) (The lack of a crosswalk ankl large shrubs blocking the
sight distance creates a hazard to pedestrians attempting to crées southerly at Twner Street
-- eastbonnd traffic on 2nd tends to speed towards Cushiman to "'make the light'.)

"The Garden Itland erea has seen many traffic revisions in the 'last 50 years -- when Illinois
ran directly to the river east of St. Jos¢Fph's Hospitul, and was linked to Lacey Street by
the seasonal ice crossing. ("Tce bridge".) Pennsylvania, North Cushman (ending at the lots
along Stewnboat Slough) and North Tumer were well-defined streets serving the busy
commercial aren. Therefore, you should consider erecting at llesst s iwo lane bridge
linking (a slightly realigned) Church Street with Noble Street;

The Barmette bridge a8 proposed will NOT add another Chena River crossing in an already
congested traffic erea -- it will merely separate the traffic onfo two structures,
FAIRBANKS NEEDS MORE (TWO WAY) BRIDGE CROSSINGS TO SPREAD THE
TRAFFIC THROUGHOUT THE COMMUNITY. (if traffic:vircles are traly feasible
here, perhaps one might work et Charlew/Iinois intersection ~~ with the link to Noble.
o Anciher pobsibility § have not really studied would be restricting traffic at Doyon to traffio
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Projeats digk; Tlinois Street

exiting the aren, with a right turn only -- no crossing Tlinoie/North Cishman, or left tuns to -
the bridge, Instead, traffic to the Doyon/Denial Bank/Catholic Church would enter via
Charles Street, and also have that ux a 'signal controlled' exitio either direction on Nlinois.

My prime recommendstion is to reschedule this Barnetie bridge project, but immediately
construct & new (2-way) crosging at Wilbur Strest, combined with widening and
reconstructing (a landacaped, generally riverside) Phillips Field Road between 1llinois

*and Peger. that project could be acoomplished with minimal 'digruption to traffic. Wilber
already well developed from Davis Road/27th, across Airport Road, to the scheduled "2nd
Avenne" reconstruoting projest, Hurthermore, such a bridge and Phillips upgrade would
greatly ease traffic at the Carlson Center, plus ball fields and Pioneer Park. It would help
distribute the traffic associated with the restaurants and other attractions along Airport
Road. (Such abridge would likely alleviate the popular but hazardous exit from the
Pioneer Park parking lot onto Peger, southbound.) -

Thie bridge alone would substantially ease the traffic disruptions that will ocour when &
bridge is built at Barnette, and the Cushman bridge is replaced. (It would have been
informational to explain why the Cushman bridge must be replaced -~ X do nof recall that
such was in the in project previously -- nor the new Noyes bridge.)

. However, another recommendation is that the previously mentioned Noble (or Lacey)
bridge crossing to Charles/lllinois follow the Wilbur bridge, with Barnette coming later,
Again, a Noble/Charles-Tllinois crossing can be constructed Wwith almost o inconvenience
to daily city center traffio. Scheduling detours, frequent re-routings, et., agsociated with the
‘Barnetite bridge should be markedly sirnpler then.

[Coneeivably, with 2-way bridges at Wilbur and Noble, two way traffic may be desirable
on Cushman and Bamette by the time the Barneito bridge is re-scheduled. ] [ Ihave been
impreased with the success of restoring two way traffic on Lacey and Noble.] :

‘Relative to storm drainage - the loss of the Steamboat Slough bridge on Tllinoie Street (c.
1949 when the highway officialg raized the grade of 1llinois zbove the adjacent yards) lod
to filling much of fhe slough; buffthere are obvious remnants’ downstream from Illinois, or
Driveway. Perhaps that alignment conld be used, with regrading and carefil landscaping,
as part of the drainage associated with the Illinois (and Phillips Field Roud)
improvements. Certaiuly the new vast paved roadways, parking lots and structures is
gontributing to both more and faster storm/thaw runoff.

Noyes Slough and any bridge project there warrants special 'study. Noyea Slough is &
disaster. Almost no one pays ditention to the fact thet it is virtually the only opon channel
collecting runoff (surface and subsurface) from the vast areal to the north - firom the crest of
Birch Hill on westerly sbove Farmers Loop to College Hilli It is also an importent
reliever for high flows in the Chens, although the Chenn river dam, ete,, minimize that now.

With the opening and quickly increasing traffic on Bentley Dirive (??correct name??)
‘ Jinking the Tllinois Street/Collage Road interssction with the Old Steege, and the major
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.. ' Projects di,nk; NMlinois Street

developments on the Bentley property (Fred Meyers, Home Tiepot, Wal-Mart, bank,
Seekins Ford, otg., etc.) it was disconcerting not to have that mentioned, And, justafow -
days after the June 14 Open House, I barely made the left turn from IMinois wegtbound on
College -- and was immediately stopped by a long line of’ traffic, with at least two vehicles
behind me, for several signa! changes at the Johausen overpass intersection. The proposed
Noyes Slough bridge, and the adjacent intersection, are not getisfactory as prosented in the
Assersment. : ‘

One thing I couldn't find was any reference to O&D (Origin/Destinstion) studies. There
were remarks about accident rates, and one Exhibit showing 2002 and 2035 traffic figures,
but nothing on O/D studies, Thin should be un essential part of u plproject like this.
Perhaps the lack of such work coniributes to concerns about the project.

Likewise, virtually nothing is mentioned about current and design speed limits. ((X thought
Tlinois bad 2 25 mph limit, end only recently - 6 montha? -- poticed the 30 xuph limit for
porthbound traffic just past the Mortuary. I've wondered why thors isn’t a gchool zomne by
Monroe School, (Blocking traffic to/from OK Lumber st the already signalized Minnie
Street intersoction doesn't make sense, .

The color and other Figures, while labeled "April 2005" are so old they do not reflect the
Wm Wood pedestrian bridge. The existing and planned bicytle and pedestrian routea were
not were not shown adequately. Because thege must cross the general ares, they need to
be described. I was anable top figure out both vehicular andipedestrian route at the north

. end of the Chena bridges. For example, if T'm in the area of the FCVB log cabin end want
to get to the Borough headguarters, what is my (foot) routo??’ How do I maneuver a left
turm from Cushmen Street towards Driveway Street or the Brundt Subdivision?

1 do not feel a 20 foot wide sidewalk (‘viewing platform'??) is warranted as part ofthe
project. Talso question why some of the sidewalks are so wide, with such limited foot
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Projects disk; llinois Street

and removing assets from the tax rolls, the posibility of sellitg the land to private industry
ahould be congidered, to minimize the loss int property tax reyenues caused by the takings,
A quick review of the land area involved suggests that more dpace iz available than is used
by the Usibelli (Key Bank) bullding between the roadways sovth of the bridge sites. The
site will have fantastic vistas on the riverfront and an unsurpassed central lacation, ideal
for hotel, business/professional offices, or commercial purpases. Convenient multi-level
parking could be provided in the lower level(s), with pedestiim acooss from both the
bridge sidewalks end riverfront pathway. It fits right into thel pichwre described in Section
2.2, "Need", on page 7 of the Assessment-- which reads as iffit had been written by the

Chamber of Commerce or FCVB. (What will be the disposition of the bistoric warehousex |

to the west of Sampson's retail space? Perlraps some landgciping can be provided aronnd
them, commensurate with their historical gignificance,) (Certainly the land assooiated with
Sampson’s and the ofher structures along North Turner should be thoroughly explored by
archasologists to recover ertifiicts from the very firat days of Fairbenks' history, as the arca
was 2 bee hive of activity from 1903 on, including the site of the "Citizens' Stamp Mill",
the first -- community sponsored -- stamp mill for processing hard rock gold ore.)

Tt would be prudent to upgrade the roadway between Church: Street and Slater Street, and
possibly Minvie, for detour traffic use during censtruction. "'That route only becume
available after Stoambost Slough was blocked at Tllinois, and has never had mwh
aftention. Likewise, consideration might be given to providing » better surfaced and signed
detour route on the west, from Charles St. to Phillips Road. "The Asgogsment does not
address the vital matter of alternate access to the nultitude of affected critical activities
during construction, nor is there an exhibit or Figure showing property ownership/road-
ways. (Does North Cnshinen still exist -- or can it be re-activated, now that the ARR depot
bag been closed?) Whet access (pedestrian as well aod wvehicular) will be provided during
the various construction phases to the Borough building, News-Miner, Denuli Bank,
businesses near Driveway, stc. How will the Diner (and the mall) be served; won't thoir
marginelly adequate parking be nearly wiped out? The Assessment should address these
questions, beczuse potential detour routes like Drivewsy, Church, and Charles are
currently inadequate to accommodate added fraffic. Upgrading them even for temporary
growth will be & costly proposition; it is not apparent that @i has been considered in the
project fnding. (It i nesumed that actual construction will overiap the same time period
as the potential North Slope gas line construction -- with reéultant heightoned activity and
oritical transportation needs,) Again, construction of bridges at Wilbur snd/er Lacey
prior to initlating critical portions of the Bmimette bridge'would provide significant
relief to the matter of detouxs.

Tho Assessment iz wesk in describing the current importanée of the Cushman/Illinois 3t.
route, which serves both City Center and "through” traffic to the northeasterly region and
North Slope. Section 4.3, "Ecenomic” (P8, 43), totully ignbres the City’s rolationship to
North Slope activities, while listing Ft, Knox and Fielson s "major employers” of the
project area. The impact of increased traffic associated with ‘Bentley Drive and the
adjacent Johunsen Expreasway/Colloge intersection ghould'be addressed.

Thank you for providing this opportunity to comment on the project and Ass
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Illinois Street Recdnstruction .

OPEN HOUSE MEEI‘ING
Fairbanks City Council Chambers
| June 14, 2005 :
We welcome any written input and |deas from the public. Thank you

~for taking the time to be involved.
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COMMENTS:
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e Tty A Opentt mﬂf g @u«»@«
E-MAIL ADDRESS: _ /fwaﬂ g@_ﬂ:@m [

MAILING ADDRESS: QI T e ST 1'-,,@0_,.@4_ /ﬁ(//\ ‘/“f?o/

g further information, please contact Janet Brown, P.E., Engincering Manager at (907)
1-2283. To correspond by text telephone (TDD), call (907) 451-2363. |
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A replyi is expected.

"M Concerned that you have mistakenly ova‘rlook_cd the
inportance of the O.K. Lumber / Ace Hardware and Minnie Strect
intersection. This is the ONLY SAFE LEFT TURN out of our
facility, without CROSSING traffic. ‘

It is inconceivable to me that while keeping the light available for
Minnie Street you would endanger lives of ouricitizens. We have
400 - 500 custorners a day that uses our entrances and exits. If only
half of that number takes a left hand tum, "'m glad I"'m not writing
that risk;_pnlicy. :

The only solution I see is to cither leave the light OR have the
Illinois and Phillips field light allow entrance to our FRONT
parking; lot, making that a four way intersection instead ofa3l
way. | '

My oxslly’othcr obscrvation, and I’m surc I-’m; wrong, is that
Home Depot, Wal-Mart, and Lowes have their very own series of
lights and new intersections, . |

! o

This is while a “locally” owned business that kecps the dollars
spent i their store in thc COMMUINITY loses an old and proven
traffic pattern that protects our citizens on their left hand turns.

Respectivé;ly, |

Keith A. Moon
Operations Manager
0. K. Lunhbcr / Ace Hardware
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' " | FRANKH. MURKOWSK], GOVERNOR

Department of Labor and Workforce Development 801 West 16™ Street, Sulo A

. . \ 90
State ADA Coordinalor's Office : #/%"?‘3‘: 8’3%‘355.28&’4
‘ ' ' FAX: (907)465-2858

‘May 31,2005

Edrie Vinson

Environmental Project Manager FHWA . :
P.0.B.21648 Lo
Juneau, AK. 99801 :

Ms. Vinson,

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on state pro;ect number 631 02 better
known as the lllinois Street Reconstruction Project. :
My review was not in support of any of the alternatives prowded but purely a
review to try and determine how accessible and usable any of the alternatives -
presented would be. The preferred alternative did not have enough detail in
.‘ writing or in drawings to comment with any specifics. The drawings shown
actually show no curb ramps at pedestrian walkways nor was thelr any
information about the nature and operation of pedestrian activated crossing
devices. The narrative does mention upgrading curb cuts on Barnett Street but
offers no information about their actual design. i

Sidewalk widths sound good but there Is na mention of cress slope or accessible
viewing areas from areas intended for viewing. As the britiges transitions to the
a sidewalk or shared use path there is no information on what the slopes will be
in reference to runmng slopes and cross slopes. Inthe areas mentioned as part
of the triangular scenic area, no mention is made as to how they will ensure that
trees, benches or shrubs will not protrude into the corridor of ac;cessnble travel for
pedestrians who are blind or have mobility challenges. ;
| am concemed about the displacement of one apartment. complex where tenants
are 80-90% of the occupants are ethnic minorities who seek low cost housing
and may not be able to afford to be displaced. These md:v:duals will need
addltional consliderations to survive on their fixed incomes. | think further
consideration needs to be given beyond just assuming they wrll find somewhere
else to live..

People with fixed incomes, whether disabled or just poor, do not have a lot of
options for affordable accessible housing. The costs of heating, electrical and
gas are going up while fixed incomes are not. Statements that there are plenty of

. rea ltors and property to choose from are not appropriate ways of addressing the
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need that will be created by removal of affordable apartments from the housing
market. The length of time tenants have resided at some ¢f these locations is
‘ evidence of affordable options not currently being available.

. Thank you for the opportunity to comment on this project.

Sincerely,

;—121 B 2440

Don Brandon
State ADA Coordinator
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Page 1 of

Julianne Hanson

Qrom: Guy Douglas [dtams1@gci.net]
ent: Monday, June 27, 2005 2:41 PM

To: janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us _

Subject: lllinois & Barnette Street Improvement Project comment
i

|

\

|

|

|

\

Hello Janet,
| just faxed you my comment from my position at the Downtown Association. But as | also serve as executive director of the

Parking Authority, | wanted to make that point of view known to you as well.

The Parking Authority manages the Downtown Transportation Center for the City of Fairbanks. This facility currently operates at
well below capacity, causing the City to subsidize it each year until it runs on its own revenue. This is in line with the original inter
for the facility to be " an incentive to development". It is critical to the successful realization of this strategy that continued
economic expansion is sustained in downtown Fairbanks in order for new (infill and reuse) development to utilize (and pay for) th
facility.

The lllinois Barnette Street Improvement Project is vitally necessary to this continued momentum, as it provides better and greate
access to downtown from the thriving Johansen / College area of the community, as well as improved linkage to areas south of
the downtown area. With downtown becoming more accessible to these adjacent areas of economic activity, the prospects for
continued investment look positive.

The project will also greatly improve on pedestrian safety and circulation; this is critically important to the residential, retail, food
service, banking, professional, legal and governmental sectors of the downtown business community. '

And finally, | am glad that "Construction Phasing" is now the way in which the project will be competing for funds. By breaking
down this large and expensive project into more palatable pieces, there should now be a much better chance of seeing this 20+

year project actually materialize.

‘nks for all your efforts. Please do not hesitate to contact me if you need further support or information to make progress.
Guy.

Guy Douglas
Executive Director
Fairbanks Parking Authority

6/27/2005




MEMORANDUM | State of Alaska
Department of Transportation & Public Facilities
Northern Region Preconstruction

@ ro: JanciBrown, PE. DATE: 06/23/2005
Engineering Manager
FROM: Patricia F. Thayer, SR/'WA SUBJECT: STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
Right of Way Agent Illinois Street Reconstruction
In-house EA Comments from
Right of Way Section

The Right of Way Section offers the following comments on the May 2005 EA for the Illinois
Street Reconstruction Project:

Figure 8 is upside down.

Thank you for obtaining our input again. Great document.

PFT

“Providing for the movement of people and goods and the delivery of state services."”




Jeffrey Raun

From: Nancy J Ihlenfeldt [nancy_ihlenfeldt-mcnay@dnr.state.ak.us]
nt: Monday, June 27, 2005 1:30 PM
o: ‘Janet Brown'
Subject: lllinois Street Reconstruction
Janet:

The ADNR, Office of Habitat Management and Permitting (OHMP) has reviewed
the Environmental Assessment for the above referenced project (Project
STP-F-M-0663(4) /63102). The project includes the replacement of Cushman
Street Bridge (Chena River) and Illinois Street Bridge (Noyes Slough) and
the construction of a new bridge at Barnette Street (Chena River). As
stated in the EA, Fish Habitat Permits from the OHMP will be required for
the instream work related to bridge construction/replacement. Construction
work plans for each bridge will be important issues once the project is bid.

Thank you for the opportunity to comment at this phase of the project.

Sincerely,

Nancy Ihlenfeldt

Habitat Biologist

BK Department of Natural Resources

Office of Habitat Management & Permitting
Fairbanks Office

907-459-7287




Jeffrey Raun

From: . Bruce Campbell [bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us]

.ent: Friday, June 17, 2005 2:51 PM
c: Jeffrey Raun; 'Janet Brown'; Julianne Hanson

Subject: Re: [Fwd: RE: lllinois Street Reconstruction Project EA]

Follow Up Flag: Follow up

Due By: Friday, July 15, 2005 5:00 PM

Flag Status: Flagged

Jeff,

These additions need to go into our comment response or "Errata" section
of the FONSI. The EA is final as signed by Edrie and can't be changed.

Thanks,

Bruce

Lawrence Peltz wrote:

Bruce,

Based on Nancy's response I would put in a Conservation Measure that
says timing windows will be based on final design plans or some
related verbiage. Thanks Bruce and Nancy.

Nancy J Ihlenfeldt wrote:

VVVVVVYV

Bruce:

‘ There may be timing windows for in-stream work, but it will depend on
>> the
>> construction methods/scope of work (e.g., in-stream work pads, coffer
>> dams,
>> dewatering, winter work only, etc). For sure we will ask that work be
>> conducted when water levels are low.
>>
>> Nancy Ihlenfeldt
>> Habitat Biologist
>> AK Department of Natural Resources Office of Habitat Management &

. >> Permitting
>> Fairbanks Office
>> 907-459-7287
>>
>>
>> === Original Message-—-——-
>> From: Lawrence Peltz [mailto:lawrence.peltz@noaa.gov] Sent: Friday,
>> June 17, 2005 9:51 AM
>> To: Bruce Campbell
>> Cc: Nancy J Ihlenfeldt-Mcnay; Jeff Raun; Janet Brown
>> Subject: Re: [Fwd: RE: Illinois Street Reconstruction Project EA]
>>
>> Bruce,
>> The document looks good, I only have a few suggested changes. I
>> would add a statement to the first paragraph on the second page that
>> states there will be no long-term impacts. You also may want to
>> consider a conservation measure for a timing window for in-water
>> activities. I am flexible on timing windows and am willing to accept
> whatever Nancy at DNR may recommend. I will be out of the office

until July 5. If we need any further discussion, it can wait until

>> then. Thanks.

>>




>> Bruce Campbell wrote:
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Larry,
Attached is the EFH document for Illinois Street Reconstruction.

This project would build two bridges including a new bridge at
Barnette Street and replacement of the existing bridge at Cushman

Street.

Your consultation and comments are appreciated.
Thanks,

Bruce Campbell

———————— Original Message —-====-~-

Subject: RE: Illinois Street Reconstruction Project EA

Date: Thu, 16 Jun 2005 15:42:34 -0800

From: Jeffrey Raun <jraun@uskh.com>

To: Bruce Campbell <bruce_ campbell@dot.state.ak.us>

CcC: Janet Brown (E-mail) <janet_brown@dot.state.ak.us>, Julianne

Hanson <JHanson@uskh.comn>

Bruce,

I have attached the amended Draft EFH. I inserted the words "have
minimal impact on" into the first sentence on page 2 (Analysis of
Effects to EFH). It now reads, "The proposed action would have
minimal impact on EFH during construction of the Barnette, Cushman
and Noyes Slough Bridges."

Larry does seem very responsive and great to work with. Please keep
me updated if additional changes are necessary.

Thanks,

Jeff

--p.s. Congratulations on a well-organized public meeting. It has
been a pleasure working you, Janet, and everyone else involved in

the project.

————— Original Message-——---

*From:* Bruce Campbell [mailto:bruce_campbell@dot.state.ak.us]
*Sent :* Thursday, June 16, 2005 3:31 PM

*To:* Jeffrey Raun :

*Cc:* Janet Brown (E-mail); Julianne Hanson

*Subject:* Re: Illinois Street Reconstruction Project EA

Jeff,

Can you email it to me with your suggested sentence. I'll send
the EFH document ot Larry to close the loop on this issue. Larry
is great to work with and may be able to respond rapidly.

Thanks,

Bruce

Jeffrey Raun wrote:




>>>

>>>

>>>> Bruce,

>>>>

>>> The Draft EFH Assessment is located in Appendix E, Agency
G>> Correspondence.

>>>

>>> .

>> However, there is no reference to this in the EA document. In

>> review, the

>> EFH Assessment needs the statement, "Stream crossings would have

>> minimal

>> impact.”

>>

>>

>>>> Jeff

>>>>

SO>> ————- Original Message-----

>>>> From: Bruce Campbell [mailto:bruce campbell@dot.state.ak.us]

>>>> Sent: Thursday, June 16, 2005 10:39 AM

>>>> To: Lawrence R. Peltz

>>>> Cc: Janet Brown; Jeffrey Raun; Julianne Hanson

>>>> Subject: Re: Illinois Street Reconstruction Project EA

>>>>

>>>>

>>>> Larry,

>>>>

>>>> Thanks, will do.

>>>>

>>>> Bruce

>>>>

>>>> Lawrence R. Peltz wrote:

>>>>

>>>
>>
>>>

>>>>

>>>>> Janet,

>>>>> The National Marine Fisheries Service (NMFS) has reviewed the

>>>>> Illinois Street Reconstruction Project Draft Environmental

>>>>> Assessment (EA). NMFS comments are restricted to the project's

>>>>> fulfillment of the habitat related requirements associated with

>>>>> the Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act.

>>>>> Information on Essential Fish Habitat (EFH), EFH Consultation, and
>>>>> EFH Assessment can be found at: :
>>>>> http://www.fakr.noaa.gov/habitat/efh.htm. The EA makes this

>>>>> reference to EFH, "Both water bodies are cataloged anadromous
>>>>> waters and require an Essential Fish Habitat Assessment and

>>>>> consultation with the National Oceanic and Atmospheric

>>>>> Administration (NOAA) and the National Marine Fisheries Service"”
>>>>> on pages 68 and 69. The EA also mentions on page 79 that "The
>>>>> Title 41 Habitat permit would establish a set of performance

>>>>> standards to ensure the project has minimal impact on the resource

>>>>> in coordination with NOAA Fisheries." To my knowledge, no other

>>>>> mention of an EFH Assessment or Consultation occurs in the Draft

>>>>> EA nor has any contact been made with NMFS concerning this

>>>>> project. This isn't a big issue, but it is much easier to address

>>>>> these issues on the front end of a project rather than the back

>>>>> end. I suggest the final EA include a brief EFH Assessment within

>>>>> the main body of the document or in an appendix. As long as the

>>>>> stream crossings have minimal impact, there won't be any issues.

>>>>> ADOT just needs to state that or something similar in the EFH
>>>> Assessment. As a point of clarification, ADOT doesn't need to

Q>>>> consult with NOBA and NMFS as stated in the document. NMFS is

>>>> part of NORA so consultation with NMFS is all that is necessary.
>>>>> I am here to help. Please contact me if you have any questions.
>>>>> Thanks.

3




CITY OF
— FAIRBANKS

Engineering Division, Public Works Department
(907) 459-6741

June 22, 2005

Janet Brown, Project Manager
State of Alaska DOT/PF

2301 Peger Road

Fairbanks, AK 99709

Subject: lllinois Street Reconstruction Project Environmental Assessment Report

The City has the following comments on the lllinois Street Environmental Assessment
Report:

On Page 1, A twenty feet wide sidewalk is call for on the east side of the Cushman
Street Bridge. We would like to see its proposed design and wonder who will provide
maintenance for it.

Figure 7. shows an arrow indicating traffic going one way on 1% between Cushman and
Barnette in the year 2035. Does the projected traffic counts on this section assume two
way traffic on first between Cushman and Barnette?

Page 72, last paragraph, indicates the City has snow storage sites that drain to the
Noyes Slough. The City does not have any snow storage sites that drain into Noyes
Slough.

Page 73 states the Stormceptor will filter the stormwater. The Stormceptor is not a filter.
It is an oil/grit separator.

Sincerely,

CITY OF FAIRBANKS
Engineering Division

Chris Haigh, P.E., City Engineer

cc: David Jacoby, Public Works Director
P\DOT\Bamette lllinois\environmental comments.doc

the GOLDEN HEART CITY .... "extremely Alaska"
800 Cushman Street, Fairbanks, Alaska 99701-4615




Illinois Street EA ' Page 1 of'1

Jeffrey Raun

‘ From: Everett, Christy A POA [Christy.A.Everett@poa02.usace.army.mil]
Sent:  Friday, July 01, 2005 12:18 PM
To: janet_brown@dot. state.ak.us
Subject: lllinois Street EA
Sorry for the first blank message, Janet, | accidentally hit send before | had a chance to write my message. |
apologize for the lateness of this response. | do have two comments which | hope you can still consider. With

respect to the Cushman and Barnette Street bridges, although the bulb-tee bridge design would eliminate the

need for a pier in midstream, the haunch design appears to better minimize impacts to navigation (due to the
increased height above the water level) and riparian habitat (due to decreased width of riprap). On the Noyes

Street bridge, the amount of riprap shown in the design seems excessive, given the extremely low flows in that
waterbody. This crossing appears to be a good candidate for bioengineered bank stabilization methods, which

would help minimize the impacts of this project on Noyes Slough.
Again, | apologize for not getting these comments to you by the deadline. Have a good holiday weekend.
Christy
—--Original Message—
From: Everett, Christy A POA
. Sent: Friday, July 01, 2005 9:44 AM
To: ‘janet_brown@dot state.ak.us'

Subject: lllinois Street EA

7/5/2005




PROJECT REVIEW COMMENTS

- Project: Jxi[e 0 eet Reco 0 page 1of 1
Design Phase D¢ onmental A Reviewed | Jeff Roach Date: | 6/29/05
by
Design Proj Engr: ph: | x2382
Design Proj Mgr: | Janet brown Section | Planning

1 (Preferred Recommend drawing in the Wood Pedestrian Bridge and

Alternative Chena River Bike/Ped path on Figure 2 to demonstrate the
connection to the existing bike/ped path system as they are
not visible on the aerial photo.

2 |Preferred Figure 12 shows ROW acquisition extending to Eighth
Alternative Avenue on Barnette Street. Project scope is to Seventh
ROW Impacts __[Avenue. Explain requirement to acquire onto Eighth Ave.

3 |Public Facilities, |Figure 13 should show FCVB Visitor Center which is
Schools, Parks |described as a tour bus destination in the text.
and
Neighborhoods |Identify Golden Heart Plaza under Parks as it is referenced

in the last sentence on page 7.

4 |Local Land Use |It is more accurate to call FMATS the official transportation
& Transportation |planning body for the Fairbanks Metropolitan Area. FMATS
Plan P. 47 does not have borough-wide transportation planning

authority (para 4.4.1).

5 |Current and Remove the one way arrow on First Avenue in Figure 7, as

Future AADT text on page one indicates First Avenue will become two
‘ way between Bamnette and Cushman Streets.

6

7

8

9

10

11

12

/mjc

C:\Documents and Settings\iraun\Local Settings\Temporary Internet Files\OLK#\lllinois St Draft EA Review.doc
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OPEN HOUSE

. Illinois Street Reconstruction
Project STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

Tuesday, June 14, 2005
4-7 p.m.
'\ Fairbanks City Hall-Council Chamber .
800 Cushman Street
Fairbanks, AK 99701

The Alaska Depariment of Transportation and Public Facilities and the Alaska Division
Office of the Federal Highway Administration announce the availability of the
Environmental Assessment (EA) and a Public Hearing (Open House) for the l'llmoxs Street
Rcconstmcﬁon pro;eet. ‘The proposed project mcludes: T T

L] Constmcuon of a new bndge extending Bamnette Sireet to Tenmnal Street.

e Reconstruction of Illinois Streetadd_mgmmmglanes,sdewalks and storm
drainage. ’

¢ Improving Barnette Street with paralle] parking, curb, and s1dewalks.

* Replacement of the Cushman Street Bndge.

The Environmental Assessment is available online at
www.dol.state.ak.us/stwdplng/projectinfo/project page.s'/illmals street

or by contacting:
. Janet Brown, P.E. Engmeenng Manager .
Department of Transportatlon and Public Facilities
2301 Peger Road
Fairbanks, AK 99709-5316
Telephone: (907) 451-2283
Fax: (907) 451-5126
. TDD:(907)451-2363 .
. Email address: janet_brown@dot.state.ak us

You may send comments via letter, émail, telephone, or £2x until June 27, 2005

If you are a person with a disability who may require special accommodations to
participate in this meeting, please contact Ms. Brown at (907) 451-2283.

Notice of Wetland Involvement, Executive Order 11990
Air Quality Conformity public comment -~
. Environmental Justice, Executive Order 12898
Protec’aon and Enhancement of the Cultural Environment Bxecutive Order 11593
Floodplain Management Executive Order 11988
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AFFI:DAVIT OF PUBLICATION

. } ss!
" Before me, the undersigned, a notary public, this day
personally appeared Meréna Surneld . who, being
first duly sworn, according to law, says that he/she is an
Advertising Clerk of the Fairbanks Daily News-Miner, a
newspaper (i) published in newspaper format, (fi)
distributed daily more than 50 weeks per year, {iii) with
a total circulation of more than 500 and more than 10%
of the population of the Fourth Judicial District, {iv)
holding a second class mailing permit from the United
States Postal Service, (v) not published primarily to
distribute advertising, and (vi) not intended for a
particular professional or occupational group. The
advertisement which is attached is a true copy of the
advertisement published in said paper on the following
day(s):

S/23/72008 SI2R2GGS

e HAF 430

LarLy AN

avey
-

57 OF AR/DEPT TRANS

i4 i
110
AQ 2525-ENV—G43
105948 I42EBSES . ‘
and that the rate charged thereon is not excess of the

rate charged private individuals, with the usual
discounts.

Subscribed and sworn to before me on this& day -
of 1AY , 2085 :

Notary Public in and for thésmte Alaska.

My commission e.xpires Auvgust 3, 2005
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*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the public
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilijties.
- STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

in all projects and programs administered by the

PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET
*GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE (M/F) N,B,H,A,P,0)
Edrie \\N&m@x %@:&@F\ %m‘uwmm, F LD
Dehsra Tode! DoT Fpes 457353 £ ?v..
m\w%\ W@&.ﬁ\ o7 Phls 34l M s\
It K., ussw , he Froe | M|
CHhtiteen ks dor 73hs g = | o)
0Lt Brous, poT— 42283 F W
RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK (B), Em—yﬁﬁd (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
~mﬁ>.2~u~w- (P), and OTHER (0) 1 eftective: c‘a..gg
L —@
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*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is fo ensure fair and nnan__nnunﬁou.a.-on by the public in all projects and
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, -

| STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
PUBLIC MEETING

programs administered by the

FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET
PROJECT NAME HMW—H.;\“.MO—M STREET RECONSTRUCTION PROJECT mu.—u-u.ngnmaau_a_\auucn N\Arwﬁ.ﬂw—v Hmﬁuu.ﬂ—w waEuNe M.w... 4-7 p.In.
*RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE | . M/F) N,B,H,A, P, 0)
- 2057 Taxi ﬁ.ﬁ\_\ﬁ.\.@
Mara. Fledehor, Nbe Ak 495 - F
. | et AR L B
T Dreee vk O e AW Udeldil, | WA
R . 1990, D1s Dhonsvs i
h&: 1 eU s b No v Cacra By 92577 |etasom| M
Ko HArne \Ms A Dar | u\m\wmﬁ. =~ W

Bop Lo 122 0 Tap.

Azt M| §)
Hler_ n J . muw\x\ﬂoz / 22 Lo.\m\:ﬁzmﬂ mliwq Mo 7\
RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN M), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (0) 2 .

effective: ber 2004

X B —@—




._.dmumumo::ﬁmo:.wg—::»nw%.ua_ _u..ﬁoua mmﬁogmﬁnwmwmnnoes__.%nomgs_mo: _uv.Eouaw:a?»:?&ooama programs administered by the
A Alaska Depariment of Transportation and Public Facilitics, ,
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STATE OF ALASKA

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
- ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 |

NO. 291~

PUBLIC MEETING
. FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
. SIGN IN SHEET
PROJECT NAME ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION -PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4 /63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 4-7 JN2.
NAME *GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL | PHONE (M/F) N,B,H,A, P, 0)
4N~
?{rﬁ. 0@% Gl brece_Cogbeli@di stube.alyg o /N L
= | [ Al Yt 906 Sotloop S ool F |
W §?&\§§ 1008 forucd A Y a-3¢a7 &r&.&ﬂ.
= Lwoamer cummm> 654 77 4 845 rSo-toor| W,
2| [ Heh By Fakoyiél, | w057 Buchin 7SSy

1oy o CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK HISPANIC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (O) St @™ (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC

|." v . |" . | oﬁoﬂmﬁn\gwn.. 2004
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*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the public i
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities.

| STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF
| TLLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

“PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4 /63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 4.7 m

in all projects and programs »narmuaam by the

*GENDER [ *RACE (W, AN,
MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL | PHONE | (wF) | N,B.H. A, P,0)
333 Bowudary |t$56<80 ~ |,
.\\ Wb 57 N\m\ .
40 sﬂtseg ?i\r\\ﬁ .Nc\ = }M
ORI Y P A D
MIKECRAmke . > 23 Fouzr R s 9 2508/ M | vy
| s \ /0¥ g 4&#0& PNMD-}\\& \A\\ \Q
J <l
Joor Gudhant \ YT w
RACE CATEGORIES; : : , .
RACE CATEG RIS H.Mmm_mw (W), ALASKA NATIVE (4N NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN %&ﬂnﬁoa .
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JUN. 20. 2005 2:57PM

DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL

E.Em information is voluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation b
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Pacilities.

STATE OF ALASKA |
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION

PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

y the public in all projects and programs administered by the

PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET
PROJECT NAME ILLINOIS mﬂ%—wﬁ.—. RECONSTRUCTION -PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4
NAME *GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAII, PHONE (M/F) N,B,H, A, P,0)
7920/ o)
Tama Avveeso.d 720? Bewniey De. |Vsi-wm £
—— o cl) e Qbﬂﬁy M\gﬁVa\A‘
2, L 2SR Tttt nps \w X YS(-%.C3 \SW/ Q\ ,
Qm\v\z OAL A‘O LD @Fm hiymaw m# | 459yt M
Goy Decpl 55/ 20 e Suie22S szt M! | Wi
( e
P.O. Box 7016¢ F
04 . , 5e- Ry
o Dugron 4970 [152-9043
1870 Gy Vel ~
& % 7 |vs7
7 W\W\XW\ A fa PP wy? | 77 |

RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (O) _ 5

cffective; _'%Q 2004
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*This information is voluntary. s purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the
. Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilitles,

STATE OF ALASKA | |
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET

PROJECT NAME _ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION

-PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 4-7

public in all projects and programs administered by the

(PLEASE PRINT) MAITLING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE (M/F)

*GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,

lAﬁ\l(\ AHZS ﬁz.:rrrwdu #w«J nMM brvm..

Y- 4962

N,B,H,A, P, 0)

e s Boact, so3 fesderson
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Dding Copngtyen Ppenfe  uspasis =
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R&&K\. Js e e 553
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V4
RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AR), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (0) 6 effective: _._E 2004
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*This information is voluntary, Hs purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the public in al
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities,

: STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET

TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

1 projects and programs administered by the

*GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE (M/F) N;B,H,A, P, 0)
Denats spate pank.
B :&F?? | NN N Cdushiwan st - 4504222 = A
T Bevns Bl St &K
cvnsfon oef Coshman 7= |39 M | W/
. 19T 3R ave
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@\gg? Nty | %2 #% hrzzg = | W
C £ _

RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN

ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (O) 7

@ @

(), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC

effective: ‘.__n.. 2004
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*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is fo ensure fair and equal representation by the public in all projects and programs administered by the
. Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities,

STATE OF ALASKA AN
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES %q%\ﬂ’m
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION e
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 ¢
PUBLIC MEETING

FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET

PROJECT NAME _fLLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION

-PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 4

iq «J.

NAME 4 | *GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE (M/E) N, B, H, A, P, 0)
3(2 Biay M- 20
qﬂrr\mo_\t & ~.uaX. Faivbanl g , M- 49712 rserl | w w
Vocu,@. Yates Box 12 &t 19725 |48-85p|
. O BFoX 70567
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: | 70, 13 0% 70p
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E (Eov238533 Ngpragn & |
_ ,\nNth?A Caver a 3% one | {¥s2-¢ 923 J

RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN

(N), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PAC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (0) 8 A ®), (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC

4’ .. effective: ber 2004




*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the public in all projects and programs administered by the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities,

25

P.

. STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

NO. 291

DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL

SIGN IN SHEET

e AN F Y

Y=Y

*GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL | PHONE (MF) | N,B,HA,P,0O
[] .

STTES

RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE W),

ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (O)

ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK @®@),
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HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
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effeciive: ‘.__E. 2004
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*This information is veluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and equal representation by the public in al
. Alaska Depariment of Transportation and Public Facilities,

STATE OF ALASKA |
DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

| projects and programs administered by the

PUBLIC MEETING |
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET

PROJECT NAME _ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION -PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 47 p.m,
NAME *GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLBASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL | PHONE (M/F) | N,B,H, A, P, 0)
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STATE OF ALASKA

qual representation by the public in
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilitie

DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES

ILLINOIS STREET RECON STRUCTION
PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102

PUBLIC MEETING

FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS

SIGN IN SHEET

i 2 A A B

-PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4 /63102 DATE

‘o

*GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL | PHONE (MIF)__| N,B,H, A, P,0)
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RACE CATEGORIES: WHITE (W), ALASKA NATIVE (AN), NATIVE AMERICAN (N), BLACK (B), HISPANIC (H), ASIAN (A), PACIFIC
ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (0) 11

effective: U.z.. 2004
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*Em_...moﬂsmo:mug?aga..nm v_._gomowsgmﬁowangnonzp_aﬁnmggmg by the public in all projects and programs administered by the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilities, .

STATE OF ALASKA

Fegz=3\ DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION AND PUBLIC FACILITIES
e, ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION
Vet PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102
X . PUBLIC MEETING
FAIRBANKS CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS
SIGN IN SHEET o
PROJECT NAME _ILLINOIS STREET RECONSTRUCTION -PROJECT STP-F-M-0663(4)/63102 DATE JUNE 14, 2005 4-7 p-m.
NAME. *GENDER | *RACE (W, AN,
(PLEASE PRINT) MAILING ADDRESS and *EMAIL PHONE (M/F) N,B,H,A,P,0)
| ! \\A B a
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ISLANDER (P), and OTHER (O) 12

. |.| offective: ‘_x. 2004




29

P,

NO. 291

DOT&PF ENVIRONMENTAL

JUN. 20. 2005 2:59PM

*This information is voluntary. Its purpose is to ensure fair and e .

qual representation by the public in all projects and programs administered by the
Alaska Department of Transportation and Public Facilifies, .

_ STATE OF ALASKA
DEPARTMENT OF uuwkwwﬂwmsvm«HuwuuzuaqNvagnu_1H=w~y—ﬁumc?AH—HLnH~muw
| -L~L~74AV~MWmwmuﬂuw_wuq_wuwauauuamqqu~u~uu=~ava«
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mmr-uwuwxwua—nm.Auﬂaawnuav~uuanuﬁn.Aum—xryﬁnwmmmcm
SIGN IN SHEET

*GENDER [ *RACE (W, AN,
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Certification of Public Heaﬁng '

I hereby certify that the Alaska Department of Transportation and Publlc Facxhtxes has held a

public hearing for Illinois Street Reconstruction, Project STP-F-M-0663(4)/63 102; in accordance
with Title 23 of the United States Code of Federal Regulations, and that all relevant laws and

- regulations regardmg publlc mvolvement have been followed.

A public hearing was help in Fairbanks on June 14, 2005. The Department has con51dered and
weighed the public’s comments, and the social, economic and environmental effects of the _
proposed project. ADOT&PF have taken into con31derat10n the proposed pmjects cons1stency
with the goals and objectives of the Fairbanks cornmumty

_ glosfes
1/ Date

David T. Bloom, P. E.
Preconstruction Engineer ' -
Alaska Department of Transportation and Pubhc Facllmes

Northern Reglon






